Vehicle Extrication
Chapter 12: Agricultural Extrication
Ready for Review
· Even if you live in an agricultural or industrial community, you may not be prepared for the weight of the machine that needs to be stabilized, or the strength of the metal that it is made from.
· Technical rescue personnel should develop an understand​ing of what types of incidents are occurring in their com​munity; they should also understand what types of tractors and machines are being used, at what locations, and in what capacity.
· According to the National Agricultural Safety Database (NASD), 50 percent of total farm fatalities involve trac​tors, and 14 percent are machine related.
· Typical machine hazards involve pinch points, wrap points, shear points, crush points, and pull-in points.
· The machines found in a factory are inspected routinely by OSHA and other regulating agencies, while the majority of farms in the United States are not covered under OSHA inspections or any other inspection mandates.
· Machines can have one or more sources of power, and care needs to be taken to identify all of them.
· Rescuers need to anticipate stored and/or potential energy that may be released during rescue efforts. This energy will need to be secured or managed before disentanglement and extrication can take place.
· For many portable machines, the main source of power will come in the form of hydraulic power, mechanical power, or electrical power.
· As with all incidents, without a stable scene, rescue actions cannot take place.
· Tractor stabilization will utilize a great deal of cribbing blocks because of the large voids that need to be shored up and the need to provide a suitable platform for lifting processes.
· Rescuers need to learn how to create a picket anchor system to effectively manage a tractor rescue operation.
· One of the major differences between passenger vehicles and machines is the ability or lack of ability to remove pieces of the machine without causing damage to get to the victim.
· Because tractor overturns are the leading cause of occupa​tional fatalities for farmers and farm workers in the United States, it is important to know the three basic strategies to remove a patient from under a load: raise the load by lift​ing, stabilize the load and lower the ground (dig) to enable patient removal, or a combination of raising and digging.
· Termination activities for an agricultural or machinery inci​dent include making the scene as safe as possible, moving disabled equipment, uprighting an overturned tractor, and working with personnel or members of the farm to ensure that normal operations can be continued.
