Vehicle Extrication
Chapter 13: Terminating the Incident
Ready for Review
· Before units are ready to respond to the next incident, per​sonnel, equipment, and the scene must be secured.
· A potential crime scene should be managed by law enforce​ment to preserve and secure any evidence.
· Accountability and maintenance of the equipment after the incident has concluded are critical. There should be one assigned person (normally the driver of the apparatus) in charge of inventorying and overseeing all the equipment that was utilized on scene.
· A basic equipment checklist can be completed fairly quickly as the equipment is being loaded back onto the apparatus. Any heavy maintenance such as washing, degreasing, and repairing can be completed back at the station.
· Making sure that you and your personnel are psychologi​cally and emotionally sound after the incident is vital not only to being able to properly function at the next incident, but also to maintaining longevity in emergency services.
· Stress is something that a rescuer experiences every day. Great strides in research with immediate recognition and treatment protocols have greatly reduced the negative side effects and debilitating emotional scars that can linger and impair normal everyday functions.
· Critical incident stress management (CISM) is a multifac​eted system of crisis intervention specifically designed to help emergency personnel who have been exposed to a traumatic event process their response to the incident in a way that validates the normal stress reactions and stabilizes the potential negative results of the individual’s response.
· The most common components of CISM are the small group interventions consisting of defusing and critical incident stress debriefing (CISD).
· A postincident analysis (PIA) is a review of the positive and negative aspects of an incident that identifies opportunities for improvement and any necessary corrective actions that may be needed to improve the organization as a whole. An after action report (AAR) may be completed following this analysis.
· Documentation or record keeping aids in keeping track of equipment inventory, training, needs assessment, response times, and preincident planning.
